NORTH AMERICAN DESI IDOL (NADI):   

   A DREAM TURNED INTO REALITY
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Ather M. Khan:
 Founder of NADI

BY JAVED ZAHEER, FREE EXPRESSION AWARD WINNER

TORONTO: Ather Mohammed Khan is a young, dynamic, dashing and distinguished personality of the South Asian Community in Canada.


Ather Mohammed Khan is a Canadian Citizen of Indian Origin. Born in Hyderabad Deccan, India,  Ather is married and has three kids--- Ayesha Ather (Girl), Bilal Ather (Boy) and Amena Ather (Girl).  

 
AMK is a graduate and did B.Pharm in 1992. He migrated to Canada in March, 1998. Since then he worked day and night---doing odd jobs--- and struggled hard to become what he is today, a part of the mainstream. He never looked back and never complained and only focused on progress and success. 

 
Now progress is touching his feet and has become his ladder to touch the peak of success and the point where dream is transformed into a reality---An achievement very rare and bagged by only very special persons with the determination to do something really great in life.   
 
His team equally shares the credit and fruit of success and achievement. Without the team’s efforts, support and hard work the dream could not have been transformed into reality.  Ather Mohammed Khan acknowledges this from the depth of his heart and thanks them for their tremendous contributions---both practical and moral.
 
One of his dream projects is NADI---North American Desi Idol 2009 is a dance, music and singing reality TV show that will be aired on Asian Television Network (ATN), Canada, and TV Asia, USA.  

Ather Mohammed Khan says: “NADI 2009 or North American Desi Idol 2009 represents people belonging to the large South Asian community and promotes their rich social and cultural heritage and values. 

 
“There are an estimated 3.5 million people of South Asian origin and heritage settled in the Unites States, Canada and Caribbean countries and most of whom are madly in love with music. They have craze for music and will watch the audition and grand finale shows. This has been proven by the past two highly successful such competitions. 

       
“This third annual North American Desi Idol (NADI) competition will discover and crown the best Desi singer and dancer in North America through a series of auditions across North America (Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Montreal, Atlanta-GA, Chicago-IL, Edison-NJ, Washington DC, Houston-TX, Los Angeles-CA, Seattle-WA and Tampa-FL). 
 
“Keeping in view the keen and great interest of the community and to bring the hidden real talent to the forefront, vigorous campaign has already been started and the response is tremendous.

 
“Part of the campaign is a 30-second commercial spot for this third season of NADI 2009. Audition registration and sponsorship and the half-an-hour audition episodes of NADI 2008 are being aired frequently on ATN (4 channels) and TV Asia Television Networks from February 1, 2009. 
 
“Auditions are scheduled from May, 2009, to August, 2009, and the Grand Finale will be held in August/September, 2009, in USA. 

       
“This competition provides a solid platform for corporate organizations to showcase and market their products and/or services as well as to decipher their support for young generation and the South Asian community at large. 
 
“We encourage organizations and individuals of all communities to become part of this most popular and highly successful Desi sing and dance show on the horizon of North America through various sponsorship packages.  

 
“By sponsoring this great season for about six months, the corporate organizations, including yours, will establish a strong and everlasting business relationship with the South Asian business community as well as individual members of the fastest growing mostly urban community of about 3.5 million people across North America. 
 
“NADI 2009 sing and dance show is reaching new heights in terms of popularity and there has never been a better time to invest and benefit from this golden opportunity.

      
“NADI will advertise its sponsors during its commercial TV spots that are being aired for about 6-8 months as well as in their audition episodes and the Grand Finale show on Asian Television Network (ATN) that relays the most popular entertainment TV brands of India's ZEE, Star and Zee Alpha Punjabi and Canadian CBN (Commonwealth Broadcasting Network) channel, that focuses mainly on the sport of international cricket matches and entertainment programming of Caribbean and African countries, and TV Asia USA. 
 
“The total household subscriptions for these Networks are about 700,000 that make at least three (3) million viewers across North America. 

       
“We welcome our broadcasting partner, our exclusive partner in Canada, ATN (Asian Television Network).

 
“Our USA partners---TV Asia, AAN ( Asian American Network) and Sada Punjab.
Our Chicago Partner---Lake County South Asian Entertainment---Altaf Hussain.

 
“We are in the finalizing stage to have patrons/sponsors. Interested parties please contact 

      Tel: 773 840 7307. 

 
“For Audition Schedule in your city, please visit our website www.desiidol2009.com  /   www.desiidol.us .’  

PRESS CONFERENCE:

 
 Ather Mohammed Khan and his team organized the Desi Idol Press conference on April 27, 2009, at Avani Asian Indian Bistro, located at 801Matheson Blvd. West, Unit 1, in Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. It was largely attended by North America’s leading print and electronic media representatives. 


Distinguished personalities present on the occasion included: Dr Shiva, Music Director & Filmmaker, Tushar Unadkat, Art Director, Mala Singh, Sama Models, Meena Chopra, Visual Artist, Arshad Bhatti, Radio Pakistan, Vikas Nangia, Anchor of TV ASIA,  Alex from Asian Televion Network (ATN), Pooja Amin, Dance Instructor, Heena Ansari from Anokhi Magazine, Vikas Kohli, Music Director, Vikas Khanna, Winner of Desi Idol Canada 2008, Gautam Sharma and Ricky from Suhag Magazine.    

 
The good attendance was because of the popularity, achievement and success of the North American Desi Idol programs. 


The sponsors were: 

i) Farhath Hussain’s `Bollywood Shows’ UK and Europe.

ii) Exclusive Media Sponsors Canada: mybindi.com and Asian Television Network (ATN).

iii) Media Sponsors USA: TV ASIA (www.tvasiausa.com), Word Band Media (www.WorldBandMedia.com), DesiClub.com, KBC TV AAN (Asian American Network) and Sada Punjab TV.       
   


Visit www.desiidol.us for details. Following is the impressive speech delivered by Ather Mohammed Khan on the occasion:

 
“Good Afternoon,

 
“First of all, I would like to thank all those people of any community who in any way assisted, supported and cooperated with me and my North American Desi Idol team in achieving great success and making my dream a reality.

  
“I would particularly like to thank my near and dear ones, close friends, all community leaders for their sincere prayers, moral support, dedicated efforts and hard work in giving the reality shape to NADI.

 
“My special thanks to the media for promotion of the NADI objectives and programs. This way millions came to know about us, our contributions and achievements.

“Thanks to the help of all, my dream has been transformed into a reality. Today, North American Desi Idol is a great platform to showcase South Asian values and culture to the main stream fellow citizens. 
“Our mission and vision is to spread the message of love and peace far and wide through social and cultural activities like singing and dancing. 
 
“Our lyrics with Sufism will develop the overall human characters of all races, bind family values, develop love and mercy between men and women and develop our spiritual characters.   

 
“The days of Nustrat Fateh Ali Khan's singing craze among Western culture and now our Oscar-Hero A.R. Rahman, who enlightened the hearts of millions around the world with Jai Ho, have brought worldwide recognition and promotion and would always remain an inspiration and example for us and others. 
 
“Desi Idol team is growing on a fast pace, successfully partnered and in process of finalizing future partnerships, we are scrutinizing to ensure that we bring the right partners onboard in order to fulfil the vision of making North American Desi Idol the most successful reality TV show.

 
“The response of the media as well as participants to our recent Press conference in Chicago was tremendous and gave us boost and strength to do the best and keep moving ahead. Now, we confident of getting similar or much better response, support and promotion from the participants and media, both local and mainstream, in Canada.  
 
“After the successful 2008 Season, today we announce the 3rd Annual North American Sing & Dance Talent Competition 2009.


“I am honoured to announce about the partnership with broadcasting networks in North America:
 
“ATN (Asian Television Network) exclusive for Canada. TV ASIA USA and AAN (Asian American Network) and SADA PUNJAB will telecast the DESI IDOL AUDITIONS and the Finale in Episodes.


“We are proud to confirm our auditioning partners for Chicago, IL: Altaf Hussain (Lake

County South Asian Entertainment). Alberta: Heidi Parmar (Calgary & Edmonton). Atlanta: Aparna Bhattacharya (Raksha Inc.) and Washington DC: Aniket Nanda.  The NADI ream welcome more partners and sponsors across North America. Interested partners are always welcome. 

 
“Our future plan includes establishment of a strong Desi platform through which talents and excellence would be given recognition and promotion in the shape of Excellent South Asian Desi Awards in the fields of Social, Cultural, Academic and Business. 
 
“I really need a good, positive and constructive feedback in order to give it the best shape and real success. Without a team work, dedication and determination we cannot achieve our planned objectives and turn imagination into practicality. 
 
“As you know imagination is the key to activate our mind and put it towards creativity resulting in productivity. I like challenges in life and am sure you too like challenges in life. So, please come forward, join hands and accept this challenge of promoting our local talent through North American Desi Idol platform. 

 
“I am particularly thankful to our business community for assuring me their support and  sponsorship for this grand event.  Please keep it in mind the quote of Ralph Blum: “Nothing is predestined: The obstacles of your past can become the gateways that lead to new beginnings’.  
  
“Once again, let me thank all team members and supporters, who accepted this challenge. Our work will be transparent, based on honesty and integrity. 
 
“Remember team members and supporters, we have a long way to go. We could only cover this milestone distance and reach our destination, if we prove ourselves as hard workers, honest and transparent in our judgment, irrespective of region, creed, color and race. 

 
“We Desis or South Asians are hardworking, talented, innovative and always rock the show wherever we are, whether in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Caribbean, UK, Canada, USA or anywhere else. 

 
“Let us make history again.   

“With blessings of The Almighty we have done it in the past. With His blessings again and always, we hope to do better this, each and every time.
 
“My speech also includes an important announcement:


 “SINGING WINNER:  Mr Farhath Hussain, President of Bollywood Shows UK & Europe, who is World Number One Promoter of Bollywood shows and events, is our major supporter. He has offered to produce an album titled North American Desi Idol based on winner of the NADI Singing Competition 2009. 
“This Album will be created by the world renowned Bollywood music director Vinay---who gave music for movies like Tum Bin including the song Choti Choti Raatein and launched debut album for Sonu Nigam. 

 
“DANCE WINNER: An opportunity will be provided to the Dance Winner in a musical of Bollywood shows in UK with a famous Bollywood star. 

 
“I am honoured to recognize the contribution of Mr Farhath Hussain from Bollywood Shows UK & Europe. 


NADI 2009: NADI or North American Desi Idol 2009 is a reality TV show in which a new star will shine. So if you think you have the talent and the confidence to sing and dance then come forward, enroll now for auditions on www.desiidol.us / www.Desiidol2009.com   and show your skills, talent and
performance to the world.  

 
Contestants of ages 14 and above are eligible for registration, done online as well. Registration will also remain open during auditions from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM. Almost all auditions will be held on weekends.

For Canada, auditions will be held in Toronto and Montreal. The final dates and venues for auditions will be posted on the website: www.desiidol.us. All auditions would be completed between June and July, 2009. 

For sponsorship/registration, contact: 

Event Producer: Canadian Computer Association 

Address: 100 Mclevin Ave Suite 200 Toronto ON M1B 5K1


Ather Mohammed Khan, Executive Director: Tel: In Canada (416)289-7011/In US (773)840-7307. Email: ather@desiidol.us.


Audition episodes and the Grand Finale Show will be telecast on ATN Network Canada and TV ASIA USA.


Desi Idol is a Registered Trademark of Universal Consultants Inc. in USA. 

 
SINGING TIPS: Sing with a feel. If you don’t know meaning of the song that means your singing is without the soul. Concentrate on your voice throw, vocal variations and on your daily practice of  `SA RE GA MA PA’.   

 
DANCING TIPS: Focus on your dancing steps and synchronize with the beat. Make dancing part of your life until you reach the top. Just don’t give up. 


Remember always, nowadays, only singers/dancers with outstanding skills and talents win the competition. 


SPONSORS: North American Desi Idol enjoys great support of the community. The sponsors include:


In Canada: ATN, MyBindi.com, Transam Travel, Voice of Toronto, Canada Express, StarBuzz, Mukta Advertising, Cross Currents, Desi411.com, CCAHosting.com, Radio Pakistan, Shahi Karahi, Centrum Global, Crown Taxi, Bizpros, Kadri Cuisine, Sid Kadri Remax, Faab International, English Weekly `Ambassador’ and English Bi-Weekly `Pakistan Abroad’. 


In USA: Three Star Wholesale, Lakes Medical Supplies, Imperial Engineering, Unichem International, National Bankcard, Sahil, Shapes, Hyderabad House and Styles Boutique.  


FUTURE PLANS: All of Ather Mohammed Khan’s projects and contributions are positive and in the interest of the people. His main aim is to support and benefit the people in the best possible constructive and positive ways.  

 
His future plans include establishment of organizations like Seniors Helping Youth, Seniors In Focus, Family Support Services and Youth Support Services. All these projects are under process of set up and would be launched soon.

 
Seniors Helping Youth will help the youth to benefit from the experiences of seniors.    

 
Seniors In Focus will help seniors through proper counseling. 

 
Family Support Services will deal with family issues in order to make families prosperous and ensure unity and stability.   

 
Youth Support Services will help youth find jobs and help them in all possible ways in becoming responsible members of the society and the community.
Mohammed Ather belongs to a literary family. 

 
Since the tender age of 16, he was actively involved in community, social and cultural activities including distribution of food and goods in the calamity-affected and disturbed areas, Independence Day celebrations and organizations of social and cultural events. 


MESSAGE: Mohammed Ather is an experienced event organizer including tournaments. Even in Canada, he hosted many events including award ceremonies and the prestigious Hindustani Drama Festival in which dramas in different languages were organized.  This he claims to be one of his great achievements. He also organized the Desi Talent Show in 2004. He wants the people to benefit from his rich social and cultural experiences.


Ather says the focus must always remain on better education of children and family values. The objective must be to make children and citizens responsible. Good parenting can help make children responsible. 


 
Mohammed Ather believes in teamwork and volunteer service. He welcomes discussions and suggestions. He believes in making only those commitments and promises, which he can fulfill but would always strive to become an effective voice of the people and fight for their rights.   

 
 Ather Mohammad Khan is in fact is an experienced event organizer of diverse kind and a spirited entrepreneur. His contact number is (416)289-7011. Email: ather@desiidol.us.  
 
Ather M Khan is president of  Canadian Computer Assoication  and and founder of Desi Idol which is a federally registered trademark in (USA) with UCI. 
 
A social worker right from the very young age, he has always been actively involved in community work along with art and cultural activities. 
 
A person of benevolent nature, he has worked in calamity affected and disturbed areas on many occasions. 
 
Ather Mohammad Khan  is an achiever and believes in strong team work. He is also president of Business Directory www.desi411.com and Canadian Computer Association (teaching seniors). 

---Javed Zaheer, Free Expression Award Winner (NEPMCC---Canada), Chief Editor (Honorary) of `The Ambassador’, Honorary Editor of `Pakistan Abroad’, Honorary Director of NEPMCC and Veteran Active Member (VAM) of Toronto Press Club, is contributing voluntarily in the media on purely Honorary Basis in order to help the people and community with the spirit of community and humanity service. The objective is to make both the media and the community powerful, influential and effective. Contact: (416)696-0981/ javedz@hotmail.com          

